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Brendan Ward is a multi-talented individual deeply committed to the preservation of the 

richness and diversity of life on Earth. For the past several years, Brendan has been 

involved in a broad suite of applications of conservation science and software 

engineering, all of which have been geared toward developing high-quality science and 

analysis, and making that valuable information available to a wide variety of users. 

Brendan brings a unique combination of skills to the process, ranging from highly 

technical such as software architecture & development and quantitative spatial analysis & 

GIS, to highly scientific such as development and application of ecological models and 

conservation science. 

 

EDUCATION 

M.S. Forest Ecology, University of Wisconsin - Madison, Madison, WI. 2004.  Thesis:  

"Landscape-level effects of the interaction between residential development and public 

forest management in northern Wisconsin, USA." 

B.S. Environmental Science, Western Washington University, Bellingham, WA. 2002.  

Thesis: "A simple rule-based simulation approach to modeling windthrow in forests of 

the western Cascade Mountains of Oregon." 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

2007 - present. Conservation Biologist / GIS Analyst / Software Engineer; 

Conservation Software & Tools Program Director, Conservation Biology Institute, 

Corvallis, OR. 

2004 - 2007. Biological Scientist / GIS Specialist (GS-11), U.S. Forest Service, 

Missoula, MT. 

2002 - 2004. Graduate Research Assistant, University of Wisconsin - Madison, 

Madison, WI. 

 

SELECT PROJECT EXPERIENCE 

Lead Software Engineer & Architect of Data Basin (Wilburforce Foundation, Kresge 

Foundation,  and private donors) 

Leading a team of software engineers to develop and maintain Data Basin 

(http://databasin.org), a cutting-edge conservation data sharing, visualization, and 
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analysis platform. Data Basin was designed to directly enable information sharing 

between conservation scientists and conservation practitioners, agency staff, educators, 

and the public through easy-to-use data sharing, interactive mapping, collaboration, and 

analysis tools. Data Basin has grown to include a community of thousands of users using 

many thousand spatial datasets, and continues to grow daily. Data Basin development has 

involved the integration of many software components, including open source tools, 

ESRI GIS software and web platforms, relational databases, spatially-enabled search 

engines, and web frameworks, within a scalable, multi-tiered cloud-based architecture. 

GIS Analyst & Data Management Lead for Rapid Ecoregional Assessments (Bureau 

of Land Management) 

Performing a wide range of tasks to support BLM REA process, including spatial 

analysis of many feature and raster datasets to address specific management questions as 

well as automation of data processing, analysis, and metadata creation. Helped coordinate 

data acquisition, processing, and delivery within team of GIS staff working on project. 

Conducted specialized analyses including development of maximum entropy models to 

predict fire probabilities and potential areas of invasive vegetation.  
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